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Ubaldo Jimenez has had, without a doubt, the most 
spectacular season of any starting pitcher in the 

major leagues. You know about the no-hitter, of course. 
And shiny-number devotees worldwide marvel at his �4 
wins, all collected prior to the beginning of July. Yes, 
Jimenez has put together quite a nifty half-season. And 
yet, quietly, Josh Johnson has sneaked into a tie atop the 
major league ERA leaderboard at �.83.

As you might expect from players with matching 
ERA’s in July, Jimenez and Johnson have been similarly 
excellent. Each has made �6 starts, and Jimenez has 
faced that many more batters thus far. Jimenez has also 
managed to finish what he’s started three times, while 
Johnson has yet to notch a complete game. Throw in 
the flashy headlines, and it’s easy to think Jimenez is 
having the best pitching campaign in a season rich in 
such things.

But that’s not the case. Johnson has the edge over 
Jimenez in strikeouts (�07-�02), walks (27-40), and home 
runs surrendered (4-5). Now, obviously these differ-
ences are somewhat negligible; you really have to pick 
nits to differentiate two starters having such excellent 
seasons. But nit-picking is exactly the sort of pursuit a 
lazy, pre-holiday afternoon at the office is for! Indeed, I 
think the real question here is which of the two figures 
to stay this good for the duration of the season.

Johnson again shines. Taking a quick glance at xFIP, 
Johnson (3.�6) has been extraordinarily lucky to a lesser 
degree than Jimenez (3.68). It’s fairly telling that, of the 
two ERA leaders, Johnson has an xFIP inferior to studs 
Francisco Liriano and Roy Halladay. Jimenez, should 
he look at his place in the xFIP standings, will notice 

names like Hiroki Kuroda and Jered Weaver between he 
and the top of the leaderboard. That’s nothing to sneeze 
at, to be sure, but it’s clear that his performance is even 
more luck-driven than Johnson’s. So far, at least.

Where Jimenez has a clear advantage as far as staying 
power goes is in durability. He’s coming off seasons of 
�98.2 and 2�8.0 innings, while Johnson’s 209.0 inning 
2009 campaign was preceded by an injury-shortened 
87.� inning 2008. We all have our own opinions about 
the famed Verducci Effect, but I think we can agree: an 
innings increase of over �00 in a young pitcher is a big, 
fat red flag. Pitchers are unique creatures, of course, and 
everyone outside Braves- and Phillies-land hopes John-
son can handle a full season. And maybe he can.

It seems to me that, in picking one of these thor-
oughbreds in a two-horse race for the rest of the season, 
you’re stuck with a conundrum. Johnson probably has 
the edge in the rate stats; his 5 strikeout lead isn’t much, 
but a walk less per start really matters. Jimenez does 
have a slight edge in ground ball rate, but his BABIP is 
.�5 lower than Johnson’s .270 measure of luck. But rate 
stats only tell part of the story. Johnson’s inferior track 
record when it comes to durability means you pick him 
at your own risk.

Of course, the point here isn’t necessarily to pick 
one. Really, both have been spectacular thus far, and 
we hope they stay dominant. Odds are against that, 
though, so let’s narrow the scope: in a year of pitching 
anomalies, Johnson and Jimenez have put up similarly 
excellent halves, but at much different volume levels. 
Maybe Johnson shuts down the Braves tonight and 
makes some noise of his own.

Welcome to the Hardball Times Graphical Report.  In these pages, 
you’ll find division standings and graphs highlighting the strengths 
and weaknesses of each team.  First, though, here is one of this 

week’s highlights from THT Live.  Be sure to check for new content 
daily at www.hardballtimes.com.
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Division Standings

7/2/2010 Win Probability Added
American League East RS RA PWINS DIFF Close Bat Starters Bullpen
NYY 48 30 .615 417 325 48 -0 19-15 2.25 5.23 1.53
BOS 47 32 .595 435 368 46 1 21-19 2.61 3.40 1.49
TBR 46 32 .590 395 300 49 -3 19-17 -1.66 3.85 4.80
TOR 40 40 .500 355 353 40 -0 14-21 -1.25 2.28 -1.03
BAL 24 54 .308 274 418 24 -0 15-21 -8.89 -4.93 -1.18
American League Central
MIN 43 36 .544 370 319 45 -2 17-16 -1.65 1.78 3.38
DET 41 36 .532 347 351 38 3 19-16 1.50 -1.94 2.95
CHW 40 37 .519 335 341 38 2 21-20 -2.91 1.79 2.62
KCR 34 45 .430 355 386 36 -2 17-24 -5.01 -1.10 0.61
CLE 31 47 .397 325 393 32 -1 15-19 -3.89 -1.79 -2.31
American League West
TEX 47 31 .603 413 332 47 0 23-16 4.62 -0.41 3.79
LAA 45 36 .556 384 386 40 5 23-13 -0.61 2.41 2.70
OAK 39 41 .488 330 335 39 -0 18-17 -4.48 3.05 0.43
SEA 33 45 .423 271 329 32 1 19-22 -5.93 2.91 -2.97

Win Probability Added
National League East RS RA PWINS DIFF Close Bat Starters Bullpen
ATL 46 33 .582 374 314 46 0 19-18 4.77 -0.18 1.91
NYM 44 35 .557 362 314 45 -1 18-24 -0.77 3.80 1.47
PHI 41 36 .532 367 324 43 -2 16-14 0.92 1.67 -0.09
FLA 37 41 .474 371 345 42 -5 19-23 -3.20 2.91 -1.71
WSN 35 45 .438 323 364 36 -1 23-23 -5.16 -0.94 1.10
National League Central
CIN 45 35 .563 389 361 43 2 26-18 6.26 -1.14 -0.12
STL 43 36 .544 343 289 46 -3 20-20 -1.30 2.94 1.87
MIL 36 43 .456 383 407 37 -1 17-16 -0.10 -0.77 -2.64
CHC 34 45 .430 314 344 36 -2 16-28 -7.62 2.34 -0.22
HOU 32 48 .400 285 405 27 5 16-15 -3.89 -4.68 0.58
PIT 28 51 .354 253 432 21 7 22-19 -7.46 -6.15 2.11
National League West
SDP 46 33 .582 332 267 47 -1 24-16 -2.74 3.27 5.96
LAD 43 35 .551 367 350 41 2 20-16 2.10 -0.39 2.29
COL 42 37 .532 367 331 43 -1 18-20 -3.61 2.74 3.37
SFG 40 38 .513 321 290 43 -3 16-21 -1.65 2.53 0.12
ARI 31 48 .392 362 446 32 -1 17-20 -1.44 0.39 -7.45
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American League Diagnostic Graphs

There are three graphs we like to use to get a handle 
on each team’s strengths and weaknesses.  Below 

is a graph of the average number of runs scored and 
allowed by each team.  The graph is built so that the 
best teams are in the upper right-hand corner (lots of 
runs scored, fewer allowed) and the worst teams are in 
the lower left.  High offense/bad pitching teams are in 
the lower right and low offense/good pitching teams 
are in the upper left.  The dotted lines are “isotopes” 
and signify three different levels of winning percentage 
based on a number of runs scored and allowed anywhere 
on the graph.  The number next to the team’s label is 

its pythagorean variance–the number of wins it actually 
falls above or below its indicated place on the graph.

On the next page, you’ll find two graphs.  One 
breaks down each team’s offensive strength by on-
base percentage (OBP) and power (ISO, or slugging 
percentage minus batting average.  The second graph 
breaks each team’s defensive strength into pitching 
(FIP, which is based solely on strikeouts, walks and 
home runs allowed) and fielding (DER, which is the 
proportion of batted balls in play that have been turned 
into outs by the defense).  Both graphs have lines that 
signify the league average in that category.
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National League Diagnostic Graphs

There are three graphs we like to use to get a handle 
on each team’s strengths and weaknesses.  Below 

is a graph of the average number of runs scored and 
allowed by each team.  The graph is built so that the 
best teams are in the upper right-hand corner (lots of 
runs scored, fewer allowed) and the worst teams are in 
the lower left.  High offense/bad pitching teams are in 
the lower right and low offense/good pitching teams 
are in the upper left.  The dotted lines are “isotopes” 
and signify three different levels of winning percentage 
based on a number of runs scored and allowed anywhere 
on the graph.  The number next to the team’s label is 

its pythagorean variance–the number of wins it actually 
falls above or below its indicated place on the graph.

On the next page, you’ll find two graphs.  One 
breaks down each team’s offensive strength by on-
base percentage (OBP) and power (ISO, or slugging 
percentage minus batting average.  The second graph 
breaks each team’s defensive strength into pitching 
(FIP, which is based solely on strikeouts, walks and 
home runs allowed) and fielding (DER, which is the 
proportion of batted balls in play that have been turned 
into outs by the defense).  Both graphs have lines that 
signify the league average in that category.
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