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Welcome to the Hardball Times Graphical Report.  In these pages, 
you’ll find division standings and graphs highlighting the strengths 
and weaknesses of each team.  First, though, here is one of this 

week’s highlights from THT Live.  Be sure to check for new content 
daily at www.hardballtimes.com. (All stats courtesy of Fangraphs.
com).

Look Who’s in First
by Brad Johnson

Last summer when they acquired Scott Rolen, many 
observers wondered just what the Reds thought 

they were doing. Now 85 games into the season, we 
know just how serious the Reds were about competing 
in 20�0. They have a 2 game lead on the St. Louis Cardi-
nals in the NL Central and show few signs of slowing 
down. Edinson Volquez is on the mends and prepared 
to bolster a rotation that has benefited from the league’s 
best offense (424 runs scored, .345 wOBA). The unit is 
thin, leaning heavily on a front quartet of Aaron Harang 
(now on the DL with back spasms), Bronson Arroyo, 
Mike Leake, and Johnny Cueto. Homer Bailey, Sam 
Lecure, and Travis Wood have filled out the fifth slot 
in the rotation. What’s more, Mike Leake has already 
fired 101.1 IP out of the approximately 175 allotted to 
him this year. Despite Volquez’s impending return, GM 
Walt Jocketty will probably have to acquire some start-
ing pitching at the deadline.

With the chance to make the playoffs for the first time 
since �995, Jocketty is undoubtedly working the phones 
looking to add depth and talent to the roster. The Reds 
have been connected to Cliff Lee and Dan Haren by the 
rumormongers. They may also consider adding a catcher 
if Ryan Hanigan’s rehab from a fractured thumb doesn’t 
progress. With Yonder Alonso blocked at the big league 
level by budding star Joey Votto, the Reds may have one 
of the best prospect bullets to fire in a deadline trade. 
Whether or not the Reds use Alonso to acquire an ace 
to head the rotation or settle for a cheaper mid-rotation 
patch remains to be seen.

What we do know is that former rotation ace Edinson 
Volquez is expected to make one more rehab start before 
rejoining the club. Volquez has pitched very well during 
his rehab assignment, combining to allow just �3 hits 
and 5 walks in 24 IP while striking out 19. The scout-
ing reports have been positive citing typical velocity and 
movement for Volquez. In deciding to push Volquez’s 
return back one start, Jocketty noted some wildness in 
Sunday’s appearance. Stamina will likely be an issue in 
the early going and hopefully the Reds’ much maligned 
manager Dusty Baker is made aware of that.

What can the Reds expect from Volquez? Given his 
solid minor league performance and his past tenden-
cies toward effective wildness (career 4.62 BB/9), it’s 
tough to narrow down exactly what to expect. It really 
all depends on how many guys he’s walking since by all 
accounts Edinson has his stuff back. Oliver likes him to 
post a 3.96 ERA with 8.5 H/9, 8.4 K/9, and 4.2 BB/9, 
good for about 1.2 WAR over 73 IP. The trio of fifth 
starters, Bailey, Lecure, and Wood have combined for .5 
WAR in 95.2 IP so Volquez is expected to be almost a 
win better than those options. (To be fair, recent call up 
Travis Wood has been the best of the trio and is expect-
ed to put up a 4.27 ERA by Oliver).

The Reds find themselves in the drivers seat of the 
NL Central with one of the best trade bullets around 
and a potential ace in the hole one start away. If Walt 
Jocketty plays his cards right, the Reds could soon be 
sporting a fancy, playoff caliber rotation to pair with 
their dynamic lineup.

And no, I didn’t forget about the PED’s...
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Division Standings

Notes: “PWins” stands for Pythagorean Wins (based on each team’s runs scored and allowed). “Diff” is the difference 
between actual and Pythagorean wins. “Close” is each team’s records in games decided by two runs or less.

7/9/2010 Win Probability Added
American League East RS RA PWINS DIFF Close Bat Starters Bullpen
NYY 54 31 .635 454 345 53 1 22-15 3.41 6.30 1.80
TBR 52 33 .612 431 325 53 -1 23-18 -0.81 4.33 5.98
BOS 49 36 .576 459 394 49 0 22-22 1.28 3.35 1.87
TOR 43 43 .500 390 385 44 -1 15-23 -0.48 1.38 -0.89
BAL 26 59 .306 307 458 27 -1 16-24 -9.52 -5.05 -1.93
American League Central
DET 46 37 .554 384 377 42 4 21-16 3.06 -1.73 3.17
CHW 46 38 .548 365 355 43 3 24-21 -2.76 3.24 3.52
MIN 45 40 .529 395 355 47 -2 19-18 -1.68 1.23 2.96
KCR 39 46 .459 377 409 39 -0 21-24 -4.57 -0.64 1.71
CLE 33 52 .388 346 427 34 -1 16-21 -5.32 -2.56 -1.62
American League West
TEX 50 35 .588 445 362 51 -1 25-19 4.13 -0.30 3.67
LAA 46 42 .523 403 411 43 3 23-16 -3.40 3.10 2.29
OAK 41 45 .477 344 356 42 -1 19-19 -5.78 2.93 0.85
SEA 34 51 .400 291 362 34 -0 19-25 -7.03 3.22 -4.69

Win Probability Added
National League East RS RA PWINS DIFF Close Bat Starters Bullpen
ATL 50 35 .588 398 332 50 0 21-20 4.97 -0.19 2.72
NYM 47 38 .553 391 339 48 -1 19-27 -0.63 4.38 0.75
PHI 44 40 .524 399 355 47 -3 18-16 0.43 2.02 -0.45
FLA 40 45 .471 395 377 44 -4 21-24 -3.31 2.68 -1.87
WSN 38 48 .442 351 401 38 0 26-24 -4.44 -1.42 0.86
National League Central
CIN 49 38 .563 430 381 48 1 28-20 5.73 0.10 -0.33
STL 45 40 .529 378 326 48 -3 20-22 -0.84 2.90 0.45
CHC 38 48 .442 345 385 39 -1 18-29 -7.57 2.23 0.34
MIL 37 49 .430 403 460 38 -1 17-16 -1.16 -1.79 -3.05
HOU 35 51 .407 301 417 31 4 17-17 -4.71 -2.99 -0.30
PIT 30 55 .353 272 463 23 7 23-20 -7.84 -6.90 2.25
National League West
SDP 50 35 .588 357 283 51 -1 26-18 -2.63 4.14 5.99
LAD 47 38 .553 404 379 45 2 22-17 2.42 -0.77 2.85
COL 47 38 .553 409 366 47 0 21-20 -2.37 2.60 4.28
SFG 45 40 .529 374 315 49 -4 16-22 -1.43 3.12 0.82
ARI 33 53 .384 397 495 34 -1 17-22 -1.87 -0.35 -7.78
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American League Diagnostic Graphs
There are three graphs we like to use to get a handle 

on each team’s strengths and weaknesses.  Below 
is a graph of the average number of runs scored and 
allowed by each team.  The graph is built so that the 
best teams are in the upper right-hand corner (lots of 
runs scored, fewer allowed) and the worst teams are in 
the lower left.  High offense/bad pitching teams are in 
the lower right and low offense/good pitching teams 
are in the upper left.  The dotted lines are “isotopes” 
and signify three different levels of winning percentage 
based on a number of runs scored and allowed anywhere 
on the graph.  The number next to the team’s label is 

its pythagorean variance–the number of wins it actually 
falls above or below its indicated place on the graph.

On the next page, you’ll find two graphs.  One 
breaks down each team’s offensive strength by on-base 
percentage (OBP) and power (ISO, or slugging percent-
age minus batting average).  The second graph breaks 
each team’s defensive strength into pitching (FIP, 
which is based solely on strikeouts, walks and home 
runs allowed) and fielding (DER, which is the propor-
tion of batted balls in play that have been turned into 
outs by the defense)..

Take Minnesota, for instance.  Based on their runs scored and 
allowed, they are the best team in the American League Central.  

Detroit and Chicago are right up there with them in the end, 
however, thanks to their “pythagorean variances.”
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The Twins, Rangers and Tigers all appear to have the same strengths at bat, but don’t forget that Texas plays in a hitter-friendly 
ballpark and Detroit doesn’t.

The White Sox have the best pure pitching in the league, while New York’s fine defensive showing has been helped by their pitchers’ 
low line drive rate.
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National League Diagnostic Graphs
There are three graphs we like to use to get a handle 

on each team’s strengths and weaknesses.  Below 
is a graph of the average number of runs scored and 
allowed by each team.  The graph is built so that the 
best teams are in the upper right-hand corner (lots of 
runs scored, fewer allowed) and the worst teams are in 
the lower left.  High offense/bad pitching teams are in 
the lower right and low offense/good pitching teams 
are in the upper left.  The dotted lines are “isotopes” 
and signify three different levels of winning percentage 
based on a number of runs scored and allowed anywhere 
on the graph.  The number next to the team’s label is 

its pythagorean variance–the number of wins it actually 
falls above or below its indicated place on the graph.

On the next page, you’ll find two graphs.  One 
breaks down each team’s offensive strength by on-base 
percentage (OBP) and power (ISO, or slugging percent-
age minus batting average).  The second graph breaks 
each team’s defensive strength into pitching (FIP, 
which is based solely on strikeouts, walks and home 
runs allowed) and fielding (DER, which is the propor-
tion of batted balls in play that have been turned into 
outs by the defense)..

There isn’t much separating the top teams in the National 
League.  Look at how bunched they are between the .500 and 
.600 lines and 4-to-5 runs allowed and 3.5-to-4.5 runs allowed.  

The Giants, Cardinals, Braves, Mets, Phillies, Rockies, Reds, 
Dodgers and Marlins all fall in the same area.
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The Reds are the offensive class of the National League, leading the league in power and at the very top in getting on base, too. The 
Brewers are close, but the Dbacks’ place is inflated by the park.

The Padres are a defensive powerhouse, leading the league in both pitching and fielding.


